
Enlightenment

• Rational
• Common Sense
• Freedom
• Happiness on Earth



ENLIGHTENMENT
(forget fatalism)

EASON ("prove it")

ELIGION (anti-Establishment)

EFORM  (perfectibility
of society)

EVOLUTION  (for the people)



IMPACT OF THE 
ENLIGHTENMENT

Drive to Democracy
(Enlightened Despots to Democracy)

Laissez Faire Capitalism
Deism
--Education
--Crime (reform)
--law (equality)
Secularization
Neoclassical

Reject past practices: offensive 
strategies NOT line & column}



Baruch Spinoza

• What do Baruch Spinoza and Madonna 
have in common?



Newton



Locke



Philosophes



Deism



Beccaria



Montesqieu



Physiocrats



Adam Smith



Voltaire



Hume

• Science of Human nature
– Skepticism- Rely on your senses?



Rousseau



Salons

• Primarily in France

Ideas were also discussed

Freemasonry lodges

Royal Academies

Through Private Exchanges



Why France?

• Language of Europe
• With Louis XIV and forward, France had 

remained absolutist and religiously 
orthodox

• Philosophes questioned life- good and 
evil, God and his/her role in the world, 
human nature and cause and effect



Mary Wollstonecraft



Rousseau v. Wollstonecraft

• Motherhood v. Glass ceilings



Moses Mendelssohn



Enlightened Absolutists

• Enlightened?
• Absolutist?



How Ideas Spread

• Role of the Print media
– Mass popularity of books
– Influenced public opinion
– Pamphlets

• Method of relating information
– Satire
– Plays
– Novels
– Encylopedia



Poland
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